Interfaith Questionaire
I’m gathering data for my book, Choosing Jewish.  The book is about my own experiences with conversion, with being Jewish while not having a Jewish upbringing.  It’s also about how to do it successfully or how to avoid conflicts in an interfaith/intercultural relationship.  I’m interested in your thoughts and experiences on your own spiritual path, conflicts you’ve encountered and solutions you’ve discovered.  Please answer as many questions as you’d like, I specifically put in a lot so you can pick and choose the questions that appeal to you most.  All responses will remain anonymous for the book, but I’d like you to fill out the identifying information just so I can stay organized and possibly follow up, if necessary.  Please let me know if you have any other questions and return this questionnaire to Melissa.Cohen0214@yahoo.com
Name: 

Religious Affiliation:

Spouse/Significant Other Name:

Religious Affliation:

City/State:

Children?  (names/ages?):

Can I use this information in my book?

Are you available for follow up questions?

What’s the best way to contact you?

1. How and when did the two of you meet?

2. How soon after meeting did you discuss your religious differences?
3. Did you have any reservations about getting seriously involved with someone of a different religious background?
4. Explain your religious or cultural differences (for example:  I grew up mostly Catholic, but wasn’t necessarily observant.  I celebrated all of the traditional holidays, like Christmas and Easter.  My husband grew up Jewish.  He is much more observant, and only celebrates Jewish holidays) 
5. How did your family react when you started dating your significant other?  Was the religious or cultural difference important to them?  And if so, how did you handle it?

6. How did your significant other’s family react when you started dating?  Was the religious or cultural difference important to them?  And if so, how did your significant other handle it?
7. (if applicable) When you got married, did you have a religious or secular ceremony?  Did you find that being an interfaith couple made it harder to find a ceremony that worked for both of you?
8. Did you convert formally?  Did your significant other?  How significant were your religious/cultural differences prior to starting a family?

9. Did you discuss how your children would be raised prior to having them?

10. Did you find that there were challenges that popped up specific to how grandchildren would be raised?

11. Once you had children, was there a bris or naming ceremony or christening?  If you are the non-Jewish parent, how did you feel about having a religious ceremony (that may or may not have been something you were familiar with) to celebrate your child’s birth?  If you are Jewish, how important was the bris (if your child was a boy)?  How did your (or your significant other’s family) react to it?

12. What holidays do you, as a family, celebrate?  Are there holidays that one person celebrates individually (for example, if Jewish, fasting on Yom Kippur)?
13. Do your children self-identify as part of one religion or another?  How do you explain your cultural differences?  Do you worry about them feeling conflicted?  

14. Do you belong to a synagogue or church?  Are you a member at the JCC or other religious affiliated organization?  Do you feel welcome?   As an interfaith couple, do you feel as though you are embraced because of it, you are welcome in spite of it, or is it something that’s ignored and perhaps tacitly disapproved of (i.e. the fact that you are interfaith is a taboo subject and never discussed)?   Or is it just a non-issue?
15. Did you have trouble deciding on what type of religious education your children would receive?  If your children are currently attending religious school, how involved is the non-Jewish family in their education?
16. Judaism is both a religion and a “tribe.”  If you are the non-Jewish parent, do you have any reservations about raising your children as part of a “tribe” that you did not grow up in?  
17. If you are raising your children in a Jewish household, do you have any concerns around your children’s identity being exclusively Jewish?  If you are the Jewish parent, do you have any reservations about diluting your child’s Jewish identity with celebration of another tradition?
18. Most interfaith/intercultural families tend to run into trouble in December (I know that’s always a hot button in my family).  Do you celebrate Christmas or Hanukkah or both?  If you do, how is the holiday or holidays celebrated?  

19. Passover and Easter often coincide.    For us, Passover is the bigger holiday, with the dietary restrictions and the child-centered Seders, and Easter is more of a secular holiday that involves a trip to my parents and lots of chocolate.  Do you have trouble balancing these two holidays?
20. Beyond the Seders, Passover presents unique challenges with the dietary restrictions lasting for eight days.  Do you keep kosher for Passover, does your significant other?  And how do your kids feel about it?  Do you encourage your kids to keep kosher for Passover?  
21. What is your hope for your children as they get older?  How would you feel if your children were part of an interfaith/intercultural relationship?

If you have anything else you’d like to add, please feel free.  Thank you again for participating in the survey.

